7th/8th Literature

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Study Guide #5, Chpts. 17-20


Name_____________________________________

Vocabulary


conflagration =


eloquent =


culminate =


soliloquize =


appalling =


menagerie =


notoriety =


vivacity =


vindictive =


ingenious =


foliage =


credulous =

Chapter 17

1.  What did the boys first mistake the gathering storm for?

2.  How do the boys react to the storm?

3.  What do the boys find when they return to their “camp” after the storm?

4.  Why does Tom feel the need to immediately invent another game to play the morning after 

     the storm?

5.  Why do the boys smoke a “peace pipe”?

     Why does it make them so happy?

Chapter 18
1.  How do the people of St. Petersburg seem to feel about the boys’ absence?  

     Why do they think the boys are dead?

2.  What is the funeral service like?

     Where do the boys hide during their own funeral?

3.  When do the boys return?

     How are they treated?

4.  Why are the funeral mourners so excited about the funeral experience, even though the boys

     aren’t really dead?

Chapter 19

1.  How does Tom convince Aunt Polly that dreams can hold the truth?

2.  What response did Aunt Polly have to the relating by Tom of his dream?

3.  How do most of the kids at school treat Tom after his return from the island?

4.  What were Tom and Becky’s responses to seeing each other again at school?

5.  How do Tom and Becky try to make each other jealous?

     Do they succeed?  Why or why not?

6.  Why does Alfred want to get Tom into trouble?

     How does he manage that?

Chapter 20

1.  Why is Aunt Polly so angry with Tom after she talks with Sereny Harper about Tom’s dream?

2.  How does Tom talk his way out of Aunt Polly’s anger?

3.  Why is Aunt Polly so happy after checking Tom’s jacket pocket?
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