7th/8th Literature

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Study Guide #3 – Chapters 9-12


Name_______________________________

Vocabulary:


accosted =


reprimand =


prodigious =


effusion =


preposterous =


simpering =


conspicuous =


facetious =


odious =


expectorate = 


pariah =


ferule =

Chapter 9

1.  On what basis did Tom conclude that “it meant somebody’s days were numbered” when he 

     got out of bed to sneak out of the house?

2.  What were Tom and Huck waiting for in the graveyard?

3.  Who were the three men Tom and Huck saw in the graveyard?

4.  Why do Injun Joe and the doctor fight?

     How is the doctor killed?  

     Why does Muff Potter think he did it?

Chapter 10

1.  Why are Tom and Huck afraid of Injun Joe now?

2.  What blood pact do Huck and Tom make?  Why?

3.  Why are the boys so upset by the dog?

4.  How does Aunt Polly know that Tom has been out that night?

5.  At school the next day, why is Tom flogged?

6.  Sitting at his desk, Tom finds his elbow resting on the andiron knob.  Why is that the

     final feather that broke the camel’s back”?

Chapter 11

1.  When the body is found, why does everyone think Muff Potter is the murderer?

2.  Why does Muff Potter return to the scene of the crime?

3.  When Injun Joe lies about the killing, why don’t the boys tell everyone the truth?

4.  Why was Sid suspicious of the way Tom was behaving?

5.  What did Tom do to appease his conscience?

Chapter 12

1.  Becky stops coming to school.  How can you tell from Tom’s reaction that he is 

     melodramatic (given to exaggeration)?

2.  What is Aunt Polly’s favorite hobby?

3.  What was Aunt Polly’s remedy for Tom’s strange, lethargic behavior?

4.  What happens to Peter the cat?

5.  What had happened in Tom and Becky’s relationship by the time Becky returned to school?
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