Shakespeare Literature

“Romeo and Juliet”

 Act 1.1





Name:_________________________________

1. In the opening dialogue between Gregory and Sampson of the House of Capulet, the two young men make use of the similarities in the sounds of three words: collier, choler, and collar. (3 points)


Write the meanings of these words below:


choler:


collier:


collar:

2. A pun is a play on words. Sometimes use when words are the same but have different meanings and sometimes when the sound the same but mean differently. Of the three words above, which one is probably the word whose real meaning is meant in the situation? (1 point)

3. What is happening between these two men and what are they talking about? (2 points)

4. What are they trying to do when the wish to “thrust the Montague against the wall”? (1 point)

5. What is meant when a challenger “bites his thumb” at another? (1 point)

6. Why do you think these two groups end up in a sword fight? (2 points)

7. From the limited interaction we see of Tybalt in this scene, what are your first impressions of him? (2 points)

8. What does the prince reveal about the nature of the conflict in this scene? (2 points)

9. What is the warning that the Prince issues? (2 points)

10. According to Benvolio, who is to blame for starting the brawl? (1 point)

11. We are not told why Lady Montague reacts to Benvolio's description of the fight by asking where Romeo is. In your opinion, why might Lady Montague, Romeo's mother, be happy about the fact that “Romeo was not at this fray”?  (1 point)

12. Where had Benvolio last seen his cousin? (2 points)

13. These lines of Benvolio's are a little hard to read. Answer the following questions to better understand: (4 points)


a. What originally took Benvoilio to the part of town where he saw Romeo?


b. What did Romeo do when he saw Benvolio?


c. Why was Benvolio relieved that Romeo walked away?


d. What do we learn about Romeo's state of mind at thsis time?

14. What does Montague reveal are his son's (Romeo) habits as of late? (2 points)

15. What does Romeo confess to Benvolio is the cause of his sadness? (2 points)

16. List some of the opposites that Romeo uses to characterize love: (4 points)


A.




B.





C. 




D.

17. There are two speeches toward the end of this scene between Benvolio and Romeo that are modified sonnets. Find those two sonnets and record the first two lines below. (2 points)


A. 


B. 

16. What does Benvolio put forth as the cure for Romeo? (2 points)

17. How does Romeo respond to Benvolio's advice? (2 points)

