7th/8th Literature

The Red Badge of Courage

READ:  Chapters 1-5



Name_____________________________________

Vocabulary:


purled =


disdaining =


ardor =


impregnable =


demure =


dexterously =


altercation =


epithet =


commiseration =


ominous =


adherents =


prolongation =

Stephen Crane was a poet, novelist and agnostic (didn’t believe in a God); many books have been written about the War Between the States, but this one is unique because it tries to tell the soldier’s story from a psychological perspective.  The main character, Henry Fleming, tells about his experience, but he mainly explains it from the viewpoint of his inner thoughts as told through the third person narrative voice.  At first, Henry imagines that he’s the only young soldier afraid of facing his first battle; the thought that he might ‘run away’ when faced with fighting completing overwhelms him.  While you’re reading the novel, try to think what you yourself might feel when facing a line of guns from the enemy advancing upon you. 

One of the main qualities of The Red Badge of Courage that makes it a literary classic is Stephen Crane’s masterful creation of metaphors.  He is able to create powerful and vivid images in the reader’s mind by making unusual similes and metaphors.  Throughout the reading of this novel, we will be watching for some of Crane’s interesting comparisons.  You will be asked to find 3 different metaphors (these can be either similes/or metaphors) in each reading assignment to record on your study guides. 

A simile is defined as a “figure of speech in which 2 essentially unlike things are compared, often in a phrase introduced by like or as.”


Example:


“. . . many in the regiment hung their heads in criminal fashion, so that it came to pass


 that the men trudged with sudden heaviness, as if they bore upon their bended shoulders


 the coffin of their honor.


What 2 unlike things are being compared in the passage quoted?


What does the simile above mean?

Chapter 1

1.  Not surprisingly, Henry’s picture of the enemy is conveyed by Stephen Crane in words that 

     compare the army to a ‘monstor’.  Find 3 passages where Crane’s metaphors show the 

     ‘monster’ facing Henry and record them below:


(l)


(2)


(3)

2.  At first, Henry doesn’t believe that war can come in his generation.  Why does Henry believe

     that wars are a “thing of the bygone”? (p. 3)

3.  What do you think Henry meant when he said that he’d tried to mathematically prove to 

     himself” that he wouldn’t run from a battle” (p. 6)?

4.  What makes Henry feel better about himself at the end of Chapter 1?

Chapter 2

1.  When comparing himself with his companions, what 2 opinions did Henry waver back and 

     forth between?

2.  How does the reality of camp life compare to how Henry had always imagined war to be?

3.  By the end of Chapter 2 why does Henry conclude that only he would be an “ear to hear the

     voices, while other men would remain stolid and deaf”?

Chapter 3
1.  What first made ‘the youth’ realize his regiment was about to experience its first military 

     engagement?

2.  Why do you think his first reaction was to feel that he’d been enlisted against his will?

     Who did he blame?

3.  What do you think the author means when Henry sees a dead soldier and thinks he’d like to

     walk around and around the body in order “to read in the dead man’s eyes the answer to the

     Question”?

     Does knowing that Stephen Crane was an atheist, change your answer above?  Why or why

     not?

4.  What opinion did ‘the youth’ have of his own intellectual imaginings?

5.  Why did he think it would be better to get killed?

Chapter 4

1.  What ‘battle gossip’ had the regiment heard about?

2.  What battle experience confronted the men at the end of the chapter?

3.  Write down the sentence which once again shows Stephen Crane’s imagery picturing the

     enemy as a monster at the end of Chapter 4:

Chapter 5
1.  When ‘the youth’s’ regiment was finally engaged in battle, what were his first thoughts?

2.  What was his anger directed at?

3.  Describe the scene between the lieutenant and one man who had retreated:

4.  What did ‘the youth’ observe at the end of the battle that surprised him?
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