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Macbeth
Act 3.3-4





Name:____________________________________

Scene 3

In Macbeth, Banquo's third murderer is probably one of four people: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Lennox, or Macbeth's servant. One could argue for each, and against each. 

One of the people stands as the best choice because of one important detail. After Banquo is killed, the first murderer says, "Well, let's away and say how much is done" (Macbeth III.iii.22). When the murderer appears at the banquet, Macbeth notes that there is blood upon his face (Macbeth III.iv.13). If the murderer arrives at the banquet with blood still on his face, he must have come straight from the scene of the murder, with no time to clean up. If this is true, than it would be impossible for the other murderer to arrive there any earlier, and doubly impossible for the murderer to have cleaned up, changed clothes, and then arrived. However, Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, and Lennox are all together at the banquet before the murderer enters, presumably looking as lordly as ever. This points at the servant as the only possible one out of these four who could have been the third murderer. 

While there are arguments against the servant as the third murderer, they do not stand up to close scrutiny. The third murderer is shown to be important, as the entire first eight lines of the scene is spent introducing him. It can be argued that the third murderer was therefore an important person, and not just a servant. However, it can also be argued that the introduction merely draws attention to the fact that there is a third murderer, and not necessarily a status marker. The mere fact that there is a third murderer is important enough to warrant the introduction, because no matter who it is, it shows Macbeth's growing paranoia. He would not have sent a third person if he trusted the first two. Also, when the murderers arrive at Macbeth's castle, Macbeth sends his servant out of the room. Although this could be because Macbeth does not trust his servant, it is equally likely that Macbeth merely needs someone to guard his door while he speaks with the murderers. If Macbeth's servant is trusted enough to guard the door, then he would be trusted enough to send as a guard for the other murderers. 
1. Why does the second murderer exclaim: “We have lost the best half of our affair”?

2. What is symbolic about the torch going out and extinguishing all light?

3. Does Fleance get killed?

Scene 4
1. Who appears at the banquet to talk with Macbeth and what is on his face? (2 point)

2. What does the murderer report about Fleance and what is Macbeth's reaction? (2 points)

3. What does Macbeth say about Banquo's absence? (1 point)

4. What does Macbeth say when Ross asks him to sit? Who is SITTING IN HIS CHAIR!? (2 points)

5. Why does Lady Macbeth say Macbeth is acting like he is? What does she say to Macbeth about why he's acting the way he is? (2 points)

6. Macbeth says, “The time has been that when the _______________________ were out the


 ___________________ would ______________________ and there an _________________.” ( 2 points)

7. What does Macbeth say about the dinner guests after the ghost disappears for the second time?

8. What does Macbeth say about Macduff? Why do you suspect he didn't come to the banquet?

9. Where is Macbeth going to go in the morning?

10. Macbeth says, “I am in ____________________ stepped in so far that, should I wade no more __________________________ were as tedious as ______________  ________________.” What does he mean by this?
