7th/8th Literature

Johnny Tremain

Study Guide #1, Chpts. I-III



Name_______________________________

Vocabulary:


hovel =


bland =


flaccid =


autocratic =


brackish =


annealing =


revel =


ethereal =


apoplectic =


innumerable =


venerable =


genteel =

Chapter 1

1.  What does the location of the Lapham house tell you about the family’s social standing in 

     Boston society?

2.  What general lesson was old Mr. Lapham trying to teach Johnny at the breakfast table that

     morning?

3.  Mr. Lapham asks Johnny to read the following verse from the Old Testament book of 

     Leviticus:  “… And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as iron

     and your earth as brass.”  (Lev. 26:19)  Who is the “I” speaking here?

     What is “the pride” of Johnny’s “power”?  In other words, what is it that makes Johnny so 

     proud?

     How might Johnny’s pride be “broken”?

4.  What do we learn in Chapter 1 about Mr. Hancock’s political beliefs?

5.  What do we learn about Mr. Lapham’s political beliefs?

6.  What is Johnny’s middle name?

     What was Johnny’s mother’s name?

     What is the significance of these names?

7.  What did Johnny’s mother tell him he was to do if he ever “got to the end of everything”?

Chapter II

1.  What prediction does old Mr.Lapham make about Johnny?

2.  Which crucible dos Dove give to Johnny?  Why?

3.  What are 2 reasons Mrs.Lapham fetches a midwife instead of a doctor to tend to Johnny’s

     hand?


a)


b)

4.  According to old Mr. Lapham why has Johnny’s hand been injured?

5.  After the accident, Johnny stayed in the “birth and death room.”  Consider the symbolic 

     meaning of the birth and death room.  In what way is Johnny’s accident like a death?

     How might it be like a birth?

Chapter III

1.  What evidence can you find in the chapter that suggests that Johnny’s accident has not 

     completely succeeded in curing him of his pride?

2.  Why is Johnny willing to tell Rab the story of his accident when he was unwilling to tell 

     others?

3.  What do we learn about Johnny’s character from the way he spends the silver given to him

     by  Mr. Hancock?

4.  As Johnny shares his gifts with Cilla and Isannah, “he completely forgot his crippled hand.  It 

     was all as if nothing had happened and he and Cilla and Isannah were all one again.”  What

     suddenly ends this happy scene?

     What do you think the author is suggesting by this?

5.  By the conclusion of Chapter 3, Johnny is still without a job, he is without a home and seem-

     ingly without friends.  He feels that “God has turned away from him.”  Why do you think the

     author chose to set this scene in Copp’s Hill graveyard?  What is she trying to suggest?
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